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Introduction


Our project was to be done in Corso Como 10 here in Milan. On that address we found a building called 10 Corso Como (Dieci Corso Como), which didn’t look like much from the outside. But when we came inside we realised that it is a functional building with a wonderful atmosphere. The building contains a photography- and design gallery, that is called the Galleria Carla Sozzani, a bookshop with design books from all over the world, a boutique for men's and women's clothing and accessories, hard-to-find imports, and must-have luxury goods, and the part of the building that faces the Corso Como-street holds premises.


10 Corso Como was founded in 1991 and the mind behind the place is a woman named Carla Sozzani. Carla only started out with an initial investment of $200,000. She got help from her boyfriend, Kris Ruhs, an American artist from New York City. He has designed the logo, some corners of the shop, the 10 Corso Como café and the restaurant, which opened in 1999. She also got help from her sister, Franca Sozzani, who has been for more than a decade the editor-in-chief of the Italian Vogue. Carla was influenced by oriental bazaars and by “Biba”, an atmospheric London Boutique that grew into a department store on Kensington High Street in the early 1970s. She owns and is constantly reinventing her unique and ever-expanding mix of selling spaces grouped around a beautiful courtyard, closed off from the street outside.


When it opened in 1991, 10 Corso Como was one of the first stores in Milan to combine an international selection of fashion, art, books, music and home design from the likes of Ettore Sottsass (Italian architect and designer).
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10 Corso Como and a similar building




Location


10 Corso Como is, as the name tells, on a street called Corso Como and it is number 10.

You can find 10 Corso Como in Milan, a big city for economy, fashion and design in northern Italy, Europe, the perfect city for a place like 10 Corso Como. 


10 Corso Como is situated in the northern area of Milan, not far from the centre. The building is located in a residential, off-centre neighbourhood. The Corso Como is closed for traffic, so it is a calm and friendly street. Corso Como, with surroundings, is also known for being an area with exclusive clothing stores (as also 10 Corso Como), and at night it is one of Milan’s most frequent visited spots for nightlife with its many bars and night-clubs. But if we look back only 15 to 20 years, Corso Como and the area around it was not a very good area. It was worn and had a bad reputation.


We tried to find information on when the building on Corso Como 10 was built, but without success. The best info we got was from a neighbour who guessed that the building was erected around the Second World War, equals the middle of the 20th century.
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If you want to visit the 10 Corso Como, you can choose between 3 transportation options. If 
you prefer the metro, you can take the green line (linea 2) to Garibaldi and then you have about 3 minutes to walk until you get to the address. If you don’t like metros, you can either take tram number 11 or number 33 as well. Or you can just walk, since Corso Como is not far from the centre of Milan.
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Representative images

When you walk by the building on Corso Como 10 in the daytime you don’t notice anything specific about it. It really looks like an apartment building, as any other. So there is nothing that builds any curiosity of knowing what’s inside or tempts the average city-stalling tourist to make an impulse-visit. Only at night and in the time around Christmas the entrance from the street is lit up by some façade-lightings. Otherwise the windows are very cold, without any curtains and there are no display cases, so you can’t see from the outside what’s on the inside. It’s almost as if you’re not supposed to notice it. 10 Corso Como is like a hidden treasure that you, if you’ve never heard of it before you come there, have to ramble into. And if you do, you’re very lucky, because it has very much to offer.
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10 Corso Como is a building that melts in among the others, because the colours are very neutral and the façade is not different from the other buildings on the same street. The only thing that makes the building different is that it’s the only one that looks like a residential building, and not like a shop or a café for example. 10 Corso Como is coherent with the neighbourhood because of its simple and quiet impression, and when you enter the street it is nothing that points out in any way, the street is very calm. We experienced that that calm continues as you enter the building of 10 Corso Como; the atmosphere is relaxing, there is absolutely no stress and you feel good.
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Plan Sketch

Ground floor
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First floor
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Detailed descriptions


Our chosen space in 10 Corso Como is the book- and music store on the first floor. The reason why we wanted to analyse this space further was just that, of all the rooms in this building, we found it the most interesting. All of us really liked the atmosphere in the shop and it gave us a good feeling that stayed with us after we’ve left 10 Corso Como.


The space of the book- and musicshop is made by four rooms in a suite, of 315 m² (out of the total 1208 m² of 10 Corso Como). Instead of having doors to separate each room there are only open spaces through the walls. So when you enter the first room, you can see through the whole shop until you reach the end wall of the fourth room.


[image: image9]

The ceilings and the floors are the same in each room; the ceilings are made of concrete which is painted white and has a matte finish. The floors are also made of concrete, but are painted with a silver-grey colour. They are also varnished, so they have a glossy finish. Because the same material is used for floors and ceilings, they are coherent with each other. The glossy texture on the floors lightens the room, and the matte finish on the walls and in the ceilings do not reflect any light and is therefore not disturbing the exhibition going on in the rooms.


All the small rooms are well furnished with designer’s furniture.


[image: image10]   
[image: image11]

The first room you enter is a bookshop with art- and design books from all over the world. There you can see shelves and tables covered with books. At first it almost look like a little bit of chaos, since there are so many tables put together in the room and a few chairs randomly put beside some of the tables. The furniture are not in the same stile. In one corner you can see one design and in the other you can see another design. That really gives the room diversity and makes the atmosphere more fun.


The tables are made of glass and iron, wood or plastic, so there are all kinds of materials. But still painted in silver or white, or decorated, with the main theme of circles, to fit the big feeling of the room. The chairs are made of fabric and steel. The bookshelves on one side of the room are made of wood and on the other side they are made of glass and steel. It might seem messy, but in the big picture and because they are all covered with books it really works together. On the walls you can see pictures by different artists, that the staff changes from time to time, and a big board with a kind of check pattern in black and white.
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The second room you enter is the music store. The furniture are almost the same as the first room, only without the wooden items. The shelves and tables are in glass with steel sides or frames. And there are also a few smaller, decorated (almost batiked) side tables. In the music room there are only three chairs, one plastic designer chair, a chair that is by the counter and one chair made of fabric and steel (but smaller than the one in the book-room). By the wall next to the counter they have put a row of low, black bureaus with black boxes on top for keeping. This gives a impression of tidiness compared to the other rooms. On the walls, though, we don’t have pictures, but pieces of art, with squares and circles in green, green-blue and black, that looks like it’s made of glass, but it’s really made of plastic and wood. Those pieces of art fit well into the music store. They are clean and shiny, has a resemblance with the glass-furniture, and are coherent with the soft feeling that this room has. Except for these pieces the only other painting in the room is a glamorous picture of a naked woman on the wall behind the counter. The music room has more of a classy and sophisticated feeling to it.
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The third room you enter is a room with photography- and fashion books. This room has a similar atmosphere as the first room and the furniture are also almost the same; the tables are made of wood, plastic or glass and iron, the difference of the chairs are only the shapes and the bookshelves are made of glass and wood. On the walls there are portrait-pictures in black and white of among others old movie-stars and models, taken by a photographer named Steven Maiserr, but as in the book-room the pictures are also changed by the staff from time to time. These pictures give the room a specific feeling of glamour and recognition.


The fourth and last room, the smallest of them all, is a room that includes books of rare editions. It’s closed most of the time, but if you have a request for a specific book, the staff will open it for you. It is also a room for the staff, so it’s more private than public. Since the room is not always open, it could make you curious of what’s inside. But the door that separates the third from the fourth room is made of glass, so you can fulfil your curiosity and look through the door. There are wooden bookshelves, tables and chairs by which you can sit down for a while with an interesting book. Further there are two designer’s chairs (made of fabric and steel) and a plastic table. The walls are decorated with pictures by different artists and for the moment the artists are: David LaChapelle, Franke Eigen, Eelmut Newton, Weihong and Hong Lei.
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There’s one thing that is equal in all the rooms except for the fourth room; the curtains. There aren’t actually real curtains made of fabric, but they are more like window-decorations or pieces of art, made of oval plastic bricks, that looks like thin glass, with or without decoration. Each room has its own special pattern, none of them looks alike but the same circular design is behind them, as the big theme (logo) of ‘10 Corso Como’. The idea with these decorations is really good, because every room has its own function and so they’ve made the pattern different in every room. But still, in this special way, the rooms are connected to each other and you can both see and feel the resemblance.
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The lighting of the rooms are well organised; into the rooms comes a big amount of natural light through the large and numerous windows, which is softened by the ‘pieces of art-curtains’, as well as there are more aimed artificial lights. In the ceiling there are wires from wall to wall with thin, but strong, lights placed on them with a cover on top that aims the light downwards, and also spotlights that aims the light towards the pictures on the walls or chosen objects in the room. If the artificial lighting is described in words, one would say that it is really strong and irritating. But in fact it’s the opposite. Maybe it would be like that if there were no windows, but the daylight brings the extra comfortable light into the rooms. You could actually stay in the book- and musicshop for the whole day without getting a headache from the lights; they are put there to make you feel good. The lighting is also soft, which makes you feel relaxed.


Our chosen space is like an organised chaos. There are a lot of different type of furniture which are placed all around the space and that makes the first impression a bit messy, but there’s a thought behind the disorder, and ones you’ve entered the room the messy feeling goes away. Thereby our expression of an ‘organised chaos’. The furniture in the first room are placed in this certain way that blocks the straight “corridor” between the rooms, which forces you to take the extra way around the tables and makes you look at the things on display, before you can move on to the next room.  Even though the furniture are placed like that, the place has a comfortable flow. Your longer way around the room gives you more time to discover interesting things, which in its turn makes you want to stay and see more in each room.


The atmosphere in the shop is really special in the way that it is relaxing and you feel welcome. It’s also easy to loose track of time when you enter the “book-jungle” because the feeling, combined with the music from the music room, really can make you forget your surroundings. 
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Material and finishing of the building & 

sketch of part of the façade

The building is represented with three colours; the ground- and the first floor are in concrete-grey and the second and the third floor are painted in yellow. The windows have grey-blue shutters made of wood. It looks like the roof is made of copper. The façade seems to be made of bricks, covered with concrete but it has a stone texture as a last layer. There are three balconies and on almost every window and balcony there are hanging plants. The entrance is in the middle of the façade, a big portal partly shut with plants and bamboo-walls, and the path that leads you into the building is made of round-stone-mosaic. Above the main entrance is, the only thing that gives away that the building is something else than a normal dwelling-house, a big, but discreet, sign that says ’10 Corso Como’ in the style of the 10 Corso Como-pattern.
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LOGO designed by Kris Ruhs
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Plan sketch of the first floor
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Plan sketch of the book shor




[image: image29.png]Floor finishing Designer’s furniture
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cture of the second room
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LOGO and the curtains



[image: image36.png]The light from the window and the artificial light
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